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1 There is no agreed upon translation of “haojie,” with other 
versions such as “disaster,” “calamity,” and even 
“Holocaust,” used in scholarship. The translation of 
“Holocaust,” however, with its allusions to the Jewish 
Holocaust, is hotly debated among academics today, with 
many arguing that a comparison between the Jewish 
Holocaust and the Cultural Revolution oversimplifies the 



































































































































































































2 The one respondent who did not mention family as a 
factor in her understanding of the Cultural Revolution grew 
up in Hong Kong. A majority of her immediate family 
members hailed from the special administrative zone as 
well, meaning that they likely did not experience the 
Cultural Revolution to the same degree as those on the 
Mainland.  
opposed	to	the	generally	“objective”	or	
“sanitized”	narratives	disseminated	by	
traditional	forms	of	media.		
	 Importantly,	the	theme	of	a	“complete	
picture”	or	a	“truthful	account,”	most	
influenced	how	a	respondent	chose	what	form	
of	media	to	trust	for	information	on	the	
Cultural	Revolution.	Even	the	respondents	
who	cited	traditional	newspapers	as	their	
main	source	of	information	did	so	because,	as	
previously	mentioned,	such	sources	provided	
“truthful”	and	“detailed”	overviews	of	the	time	
period.	This	trend	remains	consistent	when	
one	turns	to	the	respondent’s	perceptions	of	
new	media.	As	one	respondent	reported	on	
her	interactions	on	the	Chinese	blogosphere:	
“These	discussions	[on	the	Cultural	
Revolution]	seem	more	real	to	me	than	what	
you	see	on	television	or	in	the	paper,	because	
it	is	just	people	freely	speaking	their	minds.”	
Another	respondent,	who	prefers	newspapers	
to	social	media,	acknowledges,	“most	students	
I	think	tend	towards	Weibo	because	you	can	
easily	and	quickly	get	a	whole	range	of	
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opinions	on	the	subject.”	Once	again,	
students	appear	inclined	towards	sources	of	
information	that	they	perceive	to	hold	the	
most	“truth”	value	or	that	can	provide	the	
most	comprehensive	narrative	of	the	Cultural	
Revolution.		
	 While	my	initial	hypothesis	that	
students	would	prefer	new	media	to	
traditional	media	appears	substantiated	by	
the	respondents’	general	view	that	
newspapers	and	television	programs	tended	
to	sterilize	accounts	of	the	Cultural	
Revolution,	my	findings	added	another	layer	
to	my	original	analysis.	The	interviews	
indicate	that	while	social	media	and	blogs	are	
more	popular	than	traditional	media	sources,	
personal	narratives	had	the	greatest	influence	
on	understandings	of	the	time	period.	After	
all,	while	only	two	and	three	respondents	
answered	that	traditional	media	and	new	
media	influenced	their	understandings	
respectively,	five	of	the	respondents	cited	
narratives	told	by	family	members	and	
teachers	as	very	important	to	their	
perceptions	of	the	time	period.		
Such	a	trend	was	emphasized	in	my	
interview	process—the	moments	when	
respondents	seemed	the	most	engaged	in	the	
interview	occurred	when	they	described	
family	stories.	As	respondents	excitedly	
recalled	family	lore	surrounding	the	Cultural	
Revolution,	it	became	clear	that	what	most	
absorbed	these	students	were	the	personal	
stories	that	they	could	easily	relate	to;	indeed,	
many	of	the	aforementioned	discussions	on	
blogs	and	social	networking	sides	were	
composed	of	netizens	sharing	stories	they	had	
heard	about	the	Cultural	Revolution.	In	such	
a	way,	further	study	on	how	family	narratives	
affect	a	student’s	understanding	of	the	
tumultuous	years	between	1966	and	1976	may	
provide	a	more	comprehensive	examination	
of	how	exactly	today’s	Chinese	youth	perceive	
the	Cultural	Revolution.	Nonetheless,	the	
research	presented	in	this	paper	offers	the	
analysis	that	Chinese	students	tend	to	choose	
media	sources	based	on	the	perceived	
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“truthful”	or	“comprehensive”	qualities	of	the	
media—an	important	factor	that	helps	shed	
light	on	why	certain	forms	of	media	such	as	
blogs	and	social	networking	sites,	tended	to	
influence	understandings	of	the	Cultural	
Revolution	to	a	greater	degree	than	their	
traditional	counterparts.	
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